LOUIS   XIV

Cardinal His representative at the court of
-St.- James's, Count d'Adda, submitted with
reluctance to public honours which would
only vex and scandalize a Protestant nation.
And the insolent policy of Louis compelled
the Holy See, while supporting ecclesiastical
immunities on the Rhine, to strengthen the
hands of William of Orange. William broke
his promise to the Vatican of toleration for
Catholics wiien Innocent had passed away.
But even so late as 1697 feeling in Rome
continued to be anti-Jacobite. To such
unexpected consequences did the " Four
Articles " lead. Once more a French King
ruined the fortunes of militant Catholicism,
as a French Cardinal had ruined them in the
Thirty Years' War.

It was characteristic of Louis XIV. that he
trampled on the helpless. Three times he
had ostentatiously insulted the Popes in their
own capital. Nevertheless, over those Four
Articles he was beaten into submission.
Alexander VIII. condemned them formally
in 1691. Innocent XII., an admirable pontiff,
whom our English poet, Browning, has
analysed after his peculiar fashion in " The
-Ring and the Book," dictated to the French
bishops an act of contrition which their royal